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The Presidentõs Message 

Andy Pesek Jr.  

Wow, on one hand I canôt believe it has already been two months 

since the last TBAALAS meeting and on the other hand I canôt 

believe it has only been two months.  I donôt think a day has gone 

by since the meeting that I have not been in communication with 

someone about TBAALAS.  It seems like we are always approving 

minutes, discussing upcoming meetings, discussing SOPs or By-

laws, meeting deadlines, or just tossing ideas around of ways to 

make improvements. 

 

I wanted to use my letter in this newsletter to promote our 

TBAALAS web site http://www.tbaalas.org/.  Have you seen it 

lately?  Like our branch it is growing and evolving.   John Donaho 

is doing a wonderful job of keeping it up to date with new 

information and current news.  The home page has links to current 

news stories related to our industry.  Also our home page has links 

to Whyville and newly added photos from the 2010 meeting. This 

year we conducted the usual post meeting vendor survey 

electronically which I feel was success.  The results can be viewed 

from the home page.  One of the site features I find myself using a 

lot is the membership directory.  Another feature under the member 

section is the discussion board.  I often see emails from colleagues 

with questions related to our field.  Many of these would be great 

topics to discuss in this forum and have the potential to reach a 

wider audience than an email.  

 

Keep checking back to the web site as John is updating it regularly 

and we are discussing adding some additional features. 
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We plan to add a new feature to the website called Facility Focus.  We would feature a facility once a quarter 

at the time of newsletter publication.   This page would include information the facility wanted to share 

with  the other members such as overview of types of research, staff pictures or videos, enrichment techniques, 

construction plans or anything else that would be fun to share with others.   The facility would provide the in-

formation.   I would get it online.    The amount and type of  information is unlimited on the website.   We can 

do videos too.    A print version could then be adapted to go into the newsletter.    We want to give folks a 

chance to brag about their people and operations. 

Pet Parade 

Hi my name is Buddy.  My people are Joe, Monica, and 

Emily Simmons.  I also tolerate Milo, the orange tabby cat only because Emily loves him.  Just between you, 

me and this newsletter, I think Joe and Monica feel the same way.  My favorite toy is my squirrel with a close 

second, the laser pointer.  I am easily distracted by either one and therefore am a big fan of the Disney movie 

ñUp.ò  I am a svelte 110 pounds, and although I may look intimidating, I am a big teddy bear that loves to sit 

on the couch or go on walks with my people.   

Milo when he is not 

ambushing meéé. 


